
ALL ABOUT GARDENING 
SEPTEMBER
Monday 2nd 7pm & Tuesday 3rd 9.45am

Greg Byrnes, Te Kohaka Trust 

Greg Byrnes has been involved in a 
number of voluntary organisations and 
political causes over the years and is a 
passionate advocate for the environment.

His career objective is to utilise his 
knowledge and experience to influence; 
and bring about change in the way New 
Zealanders engage with nature and 
conservation.

He has worked for many local, regional 
and central government agencies in 
Australasia during his career in the 
environment, parks and recreation 
management. 

In November 2010 he was appointed to his 
current position as General Manager at Te 
Kohaka o Tuhaitara Trust. 

His talk is followed by Gardening Half Hour 
with Michael Coulter.

The Kiosk, Christchurch Botanic Gardens 
(just over the footbridge from the Armagh 
St car park).

$5 members $10 non-members 
Includes tea, coffee & biscuits

The Kiosk  
Christchurch Botanic Gardens 

Open every day 10am – 4pm
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NEWSLETTER
Canterbury Horticultural Society

GREEN THUMBS RADIO 
Monday 9 September 9am 
Catch up with CHS President Ray King 
and Annette Hill on Plains FM 96.9. 
Interesting interviews and great gardening 
advice. Visit: www.chsgardens.co.nz/
latest-podcasts-radio-stories 

Kids MICRO GREENS  
Saturday 14 September 10.30am - 12pm 
& 1pm - 2.30pm

Drop in to the Kiosk for this fun kids 
workshop. Children can take their own 
micro greens home and watch them 
grow! Free, all ages, caregiver required.

CHS SPRING SHOW 
Saturday 14 September 1-4pm 
Sunday 15 September 10am - 4pm 
The Woolston Club 
43 Hargood Street, Woolston 
$5 entry, children under 15 free

RHS SPRING SHOW 
Riccarton Horticultural Society 
Saturday 14 September 12.30-4.30pm 
St Peters Church Hall, Church Corner 
Free entry, afternoon tea $3 

Daffodil Display 
Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 September  
10am - 4pm The Kiosk 
Christchurch Botanic Gardens 
Free, all welcome

SUMMER EVENTS 
Friends of the Botanic Gardens 

The Kiosk Sunday 22 September 4pm 
Guillaume Jacobs  
(Curator American Section)  
Guillaume will speak about the diversity of 
Palm trees and illustrate his talk by visiting 
the variety of species in the Gardens. 
$5 CHS Members $10 Non Members 

TREE WALK 
Friends of the Botanic Gardens 
The Breeze Walking Festival Event 
Monday 30 September 1-2pm 
Meet outside the Visitor Centre. 
The Christchurch Botanic Gardens have 
over 30 commemorative trees - memory 
markers of people, organisations and 
events. Enjoy a guided walk through the 
gardens and learn about the significance 
of these 'planted markers of past 
celebrations'.  
Free, approx 1km distance 
www.ccc.govt.nz/walkingfestival  

More great walking events 28 Sep-Oct 13

GARDENING Q & A 

Head to the The Kiosk 
Summer Hours : every day 10am-4pm 
One-on-one gardening advice with 
volunteers from the CHS and Friends of 
the Botanic Gardens.

M a r g a r e t  W a t l i n g  F l o r a l  A r t  D e m o n s t r a t i o n

Be amazed by the extraordinary creations of Franca Logan of Florienne
The Kiosk, Christchurch Botanic Gardens

Preferential ticket sales to Members & Affiliates during the month of September - $50 per person 

T h u rs  d ay  1 4  N ovember       ,  7 pm

SEPTEMBER EVENTS The Kiosk & beyond...



Colour your world – or even just your neighbourhood.  The call is out to New Zealanders 
to bring back �owers and create a riot of colour in gardens this October for National 
Gardening Week.

Flowers are not just decorative.  They provide food for the bees and butter�ies.  
They taste good in salads and teas and for centuries, �owers have been used to heal.

To celebrate National Gardening Week we’re giving away packets of Yates range of flower 

seeds,  including flowers for colour, flowers for the bees and butterflies and flowers that are 

perfect for picking.  Just register online at www.yates.co.nz/nationalgardeningweek 

between 1st and 14th October and we’ll send out your free packet.  And feel free to share this 

with your family and friends – we want to see masses of colour everywhere!

If your club is keen to flower-bomb a patch in your community that needs a splash of colour, or 

you have a special flower project in mind for National Gardening Week, we’d be happy to help 

out with some extra packets of seeds and colourful bunting.  Just get in touch at 

loveyourgarden@yates.co.nz.

NATIONAL GARDENING WEEK: 
FLOWER POWER

21-28 October 2019 

And if you send us your pics and stories of what you got up to during National 
Gardening Week (by 8th November)  you’ll go into the draw to win one of �ve 
gardening hampers valued at over $250 (Send to loveyourgarden@yates.co.nz)

National Gardening Week aims to foster a love of gardening with a focus on growing not only 

plants but friendships, good health, strong communities and closer connections with nature.  

Colour your world – or even just your neighbourhood.  The call is out to New Zealanders 
to bring back �owers and create a riot of colour in gardens this October for National 
Gardening Week.

Flowers are not just decorative.  They provide food for the bees and butter�ies.  
They taste good in salads and teas and for centuries, �owers have been used to heal.

To celebrate National Gardening Week we’re giving away packets of Yates range of flower 

seeds,  including flowers for colour, flowers for the bees and butterflies and flowers that are 

perfect for picking.  Just register online at www.yates.co.nz/nationalgardeningweek 

between 1st and 14th October and we’ll send out your free packet.  And feel free to share this 

with your family and friends – we want to see masses of colour everywhere!

If your club is keen to flower-bomb a patch in your community that needs a splash of colour, or 

you have a special flower project in mind for National Gardening Week, we’d be happy to help 

out with some extra packets of seeds and colourful bunting.  Just get in touch at 

loveyourgarden@yates.co.nz.

NATIONAL GARDENING WEEK: 
FLOWER POWER

21-28 October 2019 

And if you send us your pics and stories of what you got up to during National 
Gardening Week (by 8th November)  you’ll go into the draw to win one of �ve 
gardening hampers valued at over $250 (Send to loveyourgarden@yates.co.nz)

National Gardening Week aims to foster a love of gardening with a focus on growing not only 

plants but friendships, good health, strong communities and closer connections with nature.  

CHRYSANTHEMUMS
Saturday 28 September 1.30pm 
The Kiosk in the Botanic Gardens 
Chrysanthemum Propagation Workshop 
Growing new plants from cuttings 
and division. Free, all welcome

GARDEN CLUB REPS
Tuesday 3 September 12.30pm 

The Kiosk 
Christchurch Botanic Gardens

JUNIOR GARDENERS
Thursday 20 September 3.45 - 5pm 

David Adam's Home 
391 Pound Road

FRUIT & VEGETABLES
Wednesday 25 September 7.30pm 
The Kiosk, Christchurch Botanic Gardens 
Speaker to be confirmed 

New members welcome

Gardening & horticulture questions answered: facebook.com/groups/CHSHortTalk

Colour your world – or even just your 

neighbourhood. The call is out to New 

Zealanders to bring back flowers and 

create a riot of colour in gardens this 

October for National Gardening Week.

Flowers are not just decorative. They 
provide food for the bees and butteries. 
They taste good in salads and teas and for 
centuries, flowers have been used to heal.

To celebrate National Gardening Week 
Yates are giving away packets of flower 
seeds, including flowers for colour, 
flowers for the bees and butterflies 
and flowers that are perfect for picking. 
Just register online at www.yates.co.nz/

nationalgardeningweek between 1 - 14 
October, and Yates will send out your free 
packet. And feel free to share this with your 
family and friends – to help create masses 
of colour everywhere!

If your club is keen to flower-bomb a patch 
in your community that needs a splash of 
colour, or you have a special flower project 
in mind for National Gardening Week, Yates 
will be happy to help out with some extra 
packets of seeds and colourful bunting. 
Just get in touch at: 
loveyourgarden@yates.co.nz.

And if you send Yates your pics and stories 
of what you got up to during the week (by 
8 November) you’ll go into the draw to win 
one of five gardening hampers valued at 
over $250! 
Send to loveyourgarden@yates.co.nz

National Gardening Week aims to foster a 
love of gardening with a focus on growing 
not only plants but friendships, good 
health, strong communities and closer 
connections with nature.

Participating Libraries

Matuku Takotako 
Sumner Centre 
Mon 2 to Sun 8 September  
(during library opening hours)

Shirley Library 
Fri 6 & Sat 7 September  
(during library opening hours)

Fendalton Library  
Sat 7 & Mon 9 September  
(during library opening hours)

Lyttelton Library  
Sat 7 to Sat 14 September  
(during library opening hours)

Hornby Library  
Mon 9 September, 2pm - 5pm

New Brighton Library 
Mon 9 to Sun 15 September

Redwood Library 
Fri 13 September, 10am to 6pm  
Sat 14 September, 10am to 1pm

 

Tūranga 
Sat 14 September, 10am to 5pm

Linwood Library at Eastgate 
Sat 14 to Sun 22 September  
(during library opening hours).

Papanui Library 
Sat 21 September, 10am to 4pm

South Library  
Sat 21 & Sun 22 September 
10am to 2pm

Parklands Library 
Mon 23 to Sat 28 September  
(during library opening hours

Te Hāpua: Halswell Centre 
Mon 23 to Sat 28 September  
(during library opening hours)

Over the month of September - bring along your excess or unwanted seeds, 

plants, gardening equipment, garden ornaments, magazines and books to 

donate for others and find a new garden treasure for yourself

If you can’t make it on the day donations happily accepted before the event.

NATIONAL GARDENING WEEK 
21- 28 October - brought to you by Yates

Great Library Seed & Plant Swap 
Back for September 2019

Burnside’s Ramble in late July was a 
dreary overcast day yet there was a 
good group out for the Ramble around 
Nunweek Park and surrounding streets. 

Large trees in their Winter splender 
surround part of the parks many sports 
and hockey fields the park is renown for. 

Bordering with Bishopdale there is an 
established mix of homes and gardens. 

This area was farmland in early 
Christchurch with market gardens, 
berry fields and orchards. Nowdays you 
are more likely to find sculptures than 
produce!

Ramblers 
July

Colour your world – or even just your neighbourhood.  The call is out to New Zealanders 
to bring back �owers and create a riot of colour in gardens this October for National 
Gardening Week.

Flowers are not just decorative.  They provide food for the bees and butter�ies.  
They taste good in salads and teas and for centuries, �owers have been used to heal.

To celebrate National Gardening Week we’re giving away packets of Yates range of flower 

seeds,  including flowers for colour, flowers for the bees and butterflies and flowers that are 

perfect for picking.  Just register online at www.yates.co.nz/nationalgardeningweek 

between 1st and 14th October and we’ll send out your free packet.  And feel free to share this 

with your family and friends – we want to see masses of colour everywhere!

If your club is keen to flower-bomb a patch in your community that needs a splash of colour, or 

you have a special flower project in mind for National Gardening Week, we’d be happy to help 

out with some extra packets of seeds and colourful bunting.  Just get in touch at 

loveyourgarden@yates.co.nz.

NATIONAL GARDENING WEEK: 
FLOWER POWER

21-28 October 2019 

And if you send us your pics and stories of what you got up to during National 
Gardening Week (by 8th November)  you’ll go into the draw to win one of �ve 
gardening hampers valued at over $250 (Send to loveyourgarden@yates.co.nz)

National Gardening Week aims to foster a love of gardening with a focus on growing not only 

plants but friendships, good health, strong communities and closer connections with nature.  



RAMBLERS
Tuesday 10 September 9.45am 
Halswell 

Meet Domain carpark, William Brittan Ave

Tuesday 24 September 9.45am 

The Groynes 

Meet in carpark by Bridge

No walk if wet. FREE 
2019 Programme:  

www.chsgardens.co.nz/ramblers

FLORAL DESIGN
No meeting this month  

The Kiosk, Christchurch Botanic Gardens 
New members welcome.

October's meeting will look at the 
Shape of the Container

See the latest creations online: 
https://flic.kr/s/aHsm3HUR3N

Juniper berries are an essential ingredient 
in the production of gin (and sauerkraut). 
Presently, all juniper berries used in NZ for 
commercial purposes are imported and 
supply is pretty much by collecting from 
the wild. 

We know Juniperus communis linnaeus 
stock was brought into NZ in the 70’s and 
80’s  - primarily for use as ornamental 
trees in gardens. The trees are dioecious, 
so unless they were planted in close 
proximity then no cones would have 
appeared.   

Massey University and Juno Gin are 
working together to find any remaining 
trees. Massey is undertaking genetic 
assaying of the trees – to confirm we have 

the correct species (the 
wrong species can be 
toxic) and that we have 
enough genetic diversity 
to establish a production 
platform.

They have found just over 19 trees 
to date. From these they have taken 34 
cuttings which are being rooted by Cedar 
Lodge Nurseries, New Plymouth. It's 
expected they will be planted out next 
year.  From there, these trees will have 
further cuttings taken, rooted and planted 
out to establish what is hoped will be the 
first commercial orchard of Juniper trees in 
the world.

This will be a huge advantage to our 

gin industry and for export 
opportunities, as provenance 
and cone quality can be 
defined. 

The other interesting aspect 
with NZ grown botanicals is 

there appears to be a terroir 
effect when the plants are grown 

in different locations – we would expect 
to see a similar effect with the cones from 
the juniper trees;  lending itself to specific 
area flavoured gins, like grapes do for wine 
in France.

To contribute visit the project on iNaturalist 
Inaturalist.nz/projects/the-great-new-
zealand-juniper-hunt  
Or, if it’s easier, send photos directly to 
Eve Kawana-Brown at Massey University 
E.Kawana-Brown@massey.ac.nz

A real nuisance once it gets into your 
garden, this plant does have its uses!

Originally native to Europe and Asia it 
now grows wild throughout much of the 
world preferring cultivated moist soils 
but is not fussy, becoming variable in 
size and habit. 

Buried seeds are known to retain their 
viability for at least 25 years and the plant 
can even flower and ripen seeds under 
snow! Don’t let it flower or you will have 
it forever!

In cool moist conditions it forms a dense 
green mat and is difficult to pull out while 
hoed plants quickly re-root. Beware!

Yes, a nuisance in your garden, but it can 
be handy in the Winter. Wild and caged 
birds eat chickweed but do make sure 

no flowers or seeds are available as the 
seeds pass through and germinate in 
their droppings. Pigs, rabbits, cows and 
horses will eat it, sheep are indifferent to 
it while goats refuse to touch it. 

However, you can add young chickweed 
tops to salads, and if you cook it very 
quickly it tastes a bit like spinach. 

“There is a use for all things" 

Canterbury HERB Society Next Meeting 
Thursday 26 September 7pm

Avice Hill Arts and Craft Centre 
395 Memorial Ave

All Welcome

Visit the HERB Society Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/CANHERBSOC

THE GREAT NZ JUNIPER HUNT

herb of the month  
Chickweed - Stellaria media A visit to the Danish Copenhagan Bakery 

was a nice treat afterwards.

A crisp start and clear skies greeted 
Ramblers for the South Brighton outing. 
After recent rains the ramble had to be re-
thought and kept mostly to street paths. 

Gardens showed signs of the harsh 
conditions seaside gardens have to 
endure. There has been a quite a mix of 
rebuilds in the area since the earthquakes 
with newly landscaped sections. In Pine 
Ave the Cordyline australis were really 
struggling along the street berms.

The return to the cars was via the South 
Brighton Domain and Estuary Walkway 
to Bridge Street. Everyone endured a mix 
of tar seal, shingle and mud on this cross 
country Ramble.

September sees the Ramblers exploring 
Halswell and The Groynes.

inaturalist.nz/projects/the-great- 
new-zealand-juniper-hunt

Further info:



CHS Newsletter Archive: www.chsgardens.co.nz/monthly-newsletter-archives

The CHS gratefully acknowledges the valuable contribution of its sponsors and supporters. The sponsorship categories are as follows: Principal, Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Bronze and Base and will be populated as sponsors join. Details of the programme may be found at www.chsgardens.co.nz/sponsorship

COMING UP AT ALL ABOUT GARDENING 

FROM THE PRESIDENT Ray King

OCTOBER 
Monday 7th 7pm & Tuesday 8th 9.45am

Robyn Kilty 
The New Perennial Movement

This 'movement' reflects a sustainable way 
of gardening using grasses and perennials 
growing together to create a natural 
‘field’’. For instance the acclaimed ‘’Oudolf 
Field’’ surrounding the Hauser and Wirth 
Gallery in Somerset , England; named 
after it’s designer, Piet Oudolf. Oudolf was 
in the forefront of the naturalistic garden 

movement which began in the Northern 
Hemisphere about 30 years ago as a 
reaction to intensive gardening practices, 
such as regular lawn mowing, pruning, 
fertilising and watering.

The New Perennial Movement is about 
selecting the right plants – perennials 
and grasses - and how to group them 
aesthetically so that they require minimal 
use of resources.

It’s also about which species make 
good neighbours both ecologically and 

aesthetically and which thrive together in 
a particular climate and/or geographic 
situation.

NOVEMBER
Monday 4th 7pm & Tuesday 5th 9.45am

Speaker to be confirmed

The Kiosk, Christchurch Botanic Gardens 
(over the footbridge - Armagh St car park).

Members: $5 Non-members: $10 
Tea, coffee and biscuits included

The daffodils are starting to appear in 
Hagley Park and the birds are busy pulling 
my fibre baskets to bits for their nests, 
soon we will see the cherry blossoms and 
know that Spring is finally here. It is such a 
lovely time of year and we are so lucky in 
Christchurch to have the benefit of all four 
seasons so we see the progress of nature.

You will notice that we finally have our 
signage up correctly. It is a smart, clear sign 
that can be seen from a distance. 

Slow progress is being made; we now have 
our refurbished board tables which means 

we can put some of the grey plastic tables 
away and the kitchen plans are moving 
ahead slowly.

Some of the events to look forward to 
this month are firstly a great All About 
Gardening talk from Greg Byrnes who is so 
passionate about the regeneration of the 
sand hills north of the Waimakariri River, he 
is also putting in a display to demonstrate 
just what they are doing with their bio-
nodes. 

Annette Hill is going to teach young 
gardeners about micro greens so if you 

have grandchildren who love growing 
things keep an eye on the Facebook page 
for details. 

Eat Your Weeds still has a few places left 
for those keen to find out what you can 
do with weeds which are so easy to grow! 
The Intermediate Hortskills course starts 
this week, and of course don’t forget 
the Margaret Watling demonstration on 
November 14. Presales (for Members) will 
be available at All About Gardening, and 
throughout September. Tickets for the 
general public go on sale 1 October.  

The Kiosk
Canterbury Horticultural Society

September is the month in which Spring 
growth really gets going. The Spring bulbs 
are in full bloom and deciduous plants 
come into life.

The weather is still very changeable and 
there is always the danger of frosts that 
can damage new growth; this makes for a 
very busy time in the garden.

Ground preparation for sowing seeds 
and transplanting seedlings should be 
completed, old Winter crops removed to 
make way for Summer plantings and the 
last of Winter pruning completed.

Some Summer flowering perennials such 
as chrysanthemums, dahlias, carnations, 
petunias etc. can be propagated by 
cuttings using the fresh new growth.
Gladiola corms can be planted and the 
begonia corns started off in a well draining 

potting mix with the top of the corm level 
with the potting mix.

As the flowers finish on the bulbs and 
annuals remove the dead flowers to 
encourage more flower and bulb growth.

Weeds also grow at a fast rate now making 
weeding one of the important tasks, 
otherwise they will smoother our plants.

The lawns will start to grow more rapidly 
and will benefit from some fertiliser, weed 
control, moss control and regular mowing.

Fruit trees are beginning to flower and 
come into leaf at this time. They will need 
to have some treatment for pests and 
diseases that will effect the fruit later on.

In the vegetable garden planting and seed 
sowing starts with the more hardier types 
peas, carrots, lettuce, silverbeet, beetroot, 

cabbage etc. Plan the garden so that the 
crops are producing in succession and you 
have a continuous supply.

Early potatoes may be planted and main 
crop potatoes chitted for planting later on.

In unheated green houses tomatoes 
and other tender plants may be planted. 
Choose only the sturdiest well grown 
plants to get the best results.

Spring flowering trees and shrubs should 
be pruned as soon as they have finished 
flowering. 

Citrus should be given their Spring fertiliser 
just as they move into growth and any 
pruning done to keep their shape and to 
allow air to flow through the plant.

MONTHLY TIPS & TASKS Michael Coulter


